Bruce Hayes Compensatory Lengtheniné in
Moraic Phonology

1. Introduction: The Prosodic Tier

The structure of the CV tier and its formal descendents has been a matter of much debate
in phonological theory. The original CV tier proposed by McCarthy (1979) has been
retained to the present by some researchers, but has also been challenged by other
theories of prosodic tier structure. Levin (1985) and Lowenstamm and Kaye (1986) have
proposed to replace the symbols C and V with a uniform sequence of elements, rep-
resented here as Xs. The elements of this ‘X tier’’ are distinguished from each other
by their organization into a fairly rich syllable structure, which includes a nucleus node:

(1) a. CV Theory
CV CVy (|3\|7C

Y

t a t a tal

[ta] [ta:] [tat]
b. X Theory
4] g g o = Syllable
O = Onset
R R R R = Rhyme
I [ : |\ N = Nucleus
ON ON ONC C = Coda
| | N ]
XX XXX XXX
NN
t a t a tat
[ta] [ta:] [tat]
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